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sign of great good to them that Russian influence 
in Central and Northern Asia will be on the side 
of an emancipation policy, as English influence 
has been in India. The Sclavonic and Anglo- 
Saxon races will thus codperate as anti-slavery 
advocates through Asia. 

9. The Russian nobility have long been not- 
ed for absenteeism, extravagant luxury and 
false varnish. Serfdom tempted them to be ty- 
rants and afforded full scope for all depraved pro- 
pensities; the troops of servants kept in idleness 
enervated the master, while the power he had of 
deporting them to Siberia or inflicting torture 
produced a hardening effect on his heart. To 
keep up a life of luxury he had to peculate in the 
public offices. There are nearly three hundred 
thousand nobles in Russia. Emancipation is al- 
ready leading many of them to reside on their 
estates, consequently to lead simple lives, and 
identify themselves more with the welfare of the 
country. 

10. The social condition of the peasant is be- 
ing improved. The anxiety of the peasant to 
purchase land, so strongly marked in France, is 
showing itself also in Russia, thus leading to hab- 
its of industry, in order to procure the means of 
making the purchase. Indolence, the natural 
fruit of serfdom, is giving way to the encourage- 
ment of industry. One million peasants have 
bought up the land on which they were formerly 
located, borrowing the money from government. 
The price of land is rising all through Russia, 
owing to the peasants renting or hiring it toa 
far greater extent than formerly, though the ene- 
mies of emancipation said the peasants would be 
too indolent to cultivate the land. Money is no 
longer hidden in earthen pots in the ground, or 
in the wall, through fear of the steward. The 
peasants’ houses in some quarters are exhibiting 
a greater appearance of comfort and providing 
more rooms, instead of—after the old fashion— 
crowding twenty-five into a room. More houses 
have been built within the last two years than 
during the previous six. 6 

In conclusion, peace has been generally main- 
tained. During the carrying out of this measure, 
there were oaty two cases of revolt, caused by 
a.rumor spread among ten thousand peasants in 
the governments of Kazan and Panja that the 
Emperor had ordered no more money to be paid. 
I myself resided for a time in the center of a dis- 
trict one hundred miles south of Moscow, and the 
proprietor never locked his door at night. No- 
where in Russia did I hear any expressions ut- 
terred of apprehensions of social disorganization 
or riot. 


FLOWER SEEDS. 


A choice selection of Flower Sceds, grown in the 
Community Gardens in 1863, including many rare 
and valuable varieties, is offered for sale in pack- 
ages of 25 varieties for one dollar; 12 varieties fif- 
ty cents. 
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